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FALL 2020

The 2020 growing season was a unique year for the County of Warner, increased precipitation in the
spring delayed seeding activities, and created issues for field access. However, the increased moisture
benefitted the subsoil and topsoil moisture content which translated into better conditions for crop
growth. The moisture also resulted in increased crop disease and fungi growth, many producers
applied preventative fungicides and inspected crops frequently. Overall, crops in the County were very
good, favourable conditions resulted in increased yields and quality. Dryland crops produced yields
nearly as good as irrigated cropland and tame and native pastures have had significant regrowth that
will serve ranchers well as the season draws to a close.

Looking ahead to winter
As crops are harvested and stored please remember to check your grain storage periodically, insect
infestations, heating and spoilage can occur rapidly. If you are interested in participating in the farmer
pesticide courses please contact the Agricultural Service Board. For the ranchers, the fall brings cattle
round-up for the cow-calf operations and the fall run. Feed availability appears to be abundant within
the county. However, conditions may change in the event of a severe winter, please have additional feed
reserves organized.

what’s
in this
issue

Environmental Farm Plan Workshop .......Page 2
Agriculture Service Board ..................... Page 3
Farming Smarter Field School 2026.......... Page 4
Crop Protection Guide 2026.................. Page 5
PEST CONTROL........................................ Page 6
Avian Influenza Small-flock Poultry...... Page 7
Protect Our Waters................................. Page 8
Downy Brome......................................... Page 9
Roadside Spraying Weed Control  
in the County.........................................Page 10

Are You Recycle-Ready?.......................Page 11
Help Keep Alberta Dutch Elm  
Disease Free..........................................Page 12
Right Tree, Right Place Key to success in tree 
survival, growth and thriving .............Page 13

New Livestock Emergency  
Response Plan Underway....................Page 14
Strategies for Soil Protection 
in the County of Warner.......................Page 15
Higher-quality Forage..........................Page 16

David Cody, Division 1	 dcody@warnercounty.ca

Ross Ford, Division 2	 rford@warnercounty.ca

Phil Jensen, Division 3	 pjensen@warnercounty.ca

Randy Taylor, Division 4	 rtaylor@warnercounty.ca

Shawn Rodgers, Division 5	 srodgers@warnercounty.ca

Jack Heggie, Division 6	 jheggie@warnercounty.ca

David Nilsson, Division 7	 dnilsson@warnercounty.ca

Hidden Gems & Wide-Open Spaces: 
Southern Alberta is defined by its vast horizons, but look 

a little closer at the County of Warner and you’ll find ancient 
history, adrenaline-pumping traditions, and some of the best 
water-based recreation in the province.

Whether you are a history buff, a rodeo fan, or an outdoor 
adventurer, there is plenty to explore right in our backyard.

Ancient Echoes and River Flows
The jewel of the region is undoubtedly Writing-on-Stone Pro-

vincial Park (Áísínai’pi). As a UNESCO World Heritage site, it holds 
one of the largest collections of rock art (petroglyphs and picto-
graphs) in the North American Great Plains. Visitors can wander 
through the hoodoos or take a guided tour to learn about the 
significance this land holds.

For those looking to cool off, the Milk River offers a serene 
canoeing and kayaking experience. Drifting between the sand-
stone cliffs provides a perspective of the prairies you simply can’t 
get from the road.

Outdoors: Sun and Water 
If your perfect summer involves a boat and a lifejacket, the 

County’s reservoirs are the place to be.
• Ridge Park Campground: Located on the Milk River Ridge 

Reservoir, this is a hub for boating, fishing, and paddleboarding. 
While at the Ridge Reservoir, don’t miss the Edible Forest —a 

short walk brings you from the parking lot on the west end to a 
compound that holds apple trees, grape vines and other tasty 
fruits. 

• Chin Park Campground: A favorite for those who love water 
sports and a vibrant camping community.

• Breezy Bay: Also known as Southern Albertas First Floating 
Waterpark – this is a place where memories are bound to be 
made. Reservations can be made on their website, be prepared 
to have a great time!

• Heninger’s Reservoir: A quiet, serene spot perfect for a peace-
ful day trip.

Dust, Boots, and 8-Second Rides
Agriculture is the heartbeat of Southern Alberta, and nothing 

celebrates the cowboy way quite like a summer rodeo.
• The Raymond Stampede: Known as Canada’s oldest rodeo, 

this event is a legendary display of skill and community pride.
• Writing-on-Stone & Coutts Rodeos: These local events offer an 

authentic, high-energy atmosphere where you can see the best 
of Southern Alberta competing for the win. 

Museums & History
From the prehistoric past to our pioneering roots, our local 

museums tell a story millions of years in the making.
• Devil’s Coulee Dinosaur Heritage Museum: Home to Canada’s 

first dinosaur nesting site, where you can see actual dinosaur 
eggs and learn about the giants that once roamed our home.

• Local History: Various community museums throughout the 
county offer a glimpse into the grit and determination of the 
families who settled this land.

Beating the Heat: When the Southern Alberta sun gets high, 
the County’s towns and villages have you covered. From water 
parks to refreshing swimming pools, there are plenty of spots for 
the kids (and kids at heart) to splash around after a long day of 
exploring.

Plan Your Visit
Whether you’re gearing up for a staycation or just dropping-in 

– don’t skip on supporting local. The County of Warner has a vast 
blend of creators showcased at your local shops as well as some 
tasty food and treats curated with local ingredients. Check in on 
the Towns and Villages Facebook pages and webpages so you 
don’t miss out on their summer festivities!

SHAWN HATHAWAY 
Chief Administrative Officer  
shathaway@warnercounty.ca

BENCHMARK ASSESSMENT  
CONSULTANTS INC.

403-381-0535

AGRICULTURE SERVICE BOARD
Phone: 403-642-2255

Jamie Meeks, Ag Fieldman
jmeeks@warnercounty.ca

PUBLIC WORKS:
Phone: 403-642-3833

Larry Liebelt,  
Public Works Superintendent 

lliebelt@warnercounty.ca

Discover 
the County of Warner
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Administration
Taxes
The County of Warner will be sending out the property tax notices by July 1, 2026. Taxes 
must be paid by November 30, 2026 in order to avoid penalties. Acceptable payment 
methods include, cheque, online banking , credit, debit and cash in the Administration 
Office located at 300 County Road in the Village of Warner. Please note office hours are 
Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. and Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (noon). Credit 
card payments can made through our website or in the office but will include an addi-
tional processing fee. Cheques can be made payable to the County of Warner No. 5, and 
dropped off at the office or mailed in.
Fire Permits
A fire permit is required before lighting any open fire in the County of Warner. This does 
not include fire pits at recreational areas or screened burning barrels outside of the Ham-
lets. Burn barrels are banned in the Hamlets of Wrentham and New Dayton, but Accept-
able Fire Pits, Acceptable Fireplaces, or a Portable Appliance for the purpose of recreation 
or cooking are still allowed without a permit. Please obtain a fire permit by calling your 
local Fire Chief. Their contact information is available on the County website. During 
fire bans no burning is allowed with the exception of CSA/ULC certified appliances with 
an on/off switch powered by propane, natural gas, or wood pellets. Fire bans are posted 
on the County website and on albertafirebans.ca. The county thanks everyone for their 
continued cooperation in responsibly lighting fires and keeping the region safe from 
wildfires.
 
Development Permits
Development permits are available through the Administration Office. The fee for the 
permit will depend on the type of permit being applied for. Adjacent landowners must 
be notified for any discretionary use permit. Non-residential farm buildings (barns, etc.) 
are exempt, but must meet the required setbacks for road allowances. Please contact 
the Development Officer for information on development including permitted uses, 
discretionary permit application timelines, and setback requirements. All County of 
Warner subdivision applications are handled through the Oldman River Regional Services 
Commission (ORRSC). You can contact ORRSC at 403-329-1344.

The County of Warner 
and Lethbridge County 
Partnered on Novem-
ber 5th to bring an 
Environmental Farm 
Plan Workshop to the 
Southern Region. EFP 
technicians from both 
counties supported 
producers through their 
workbooks. 

Thirteen producers 
were in attendance and 
each of them complet-
ed their workbooks.

Spring 2026 – Public Works Update
As we move into spring, Public Works crews are once again gearing up for a busy con-
struction and maintenance season across the county. Thanks to a relatively mild winter, 
crews were able to get an early start on several projects, providing a strong foundation for 
the work ahead.
Throughout the coming months, crews will be focused on maintaining and improving 
critical infrastructure. This includes repairing culverts, replacing and maintaining signage, 
patching and re-graveling roads, and upgrading roadways to better manage snow stor-
age and drainage.
Key Projects Planned for 2026
Culvert repairs to ensure proper drainage and reduce the risk of flooding across the 
county 
Road construction on Township Road 5-4, rebuilding the existing roadway to a higher 
standard to better accommodate drainage and increased heavy equipment traffic 
Repairing and re-oiling access roads in the Gold Springs Park area 
Resurfacing approximately 400 km of gravel roads 
Ongoing bridge deck maintenance 
Tree pruning in areas where vegetation is encroaching on roadways 
Sign Maintenance Reminder
Public Works continues to address damaged and aging traffic signs throughout the coun-
ty. While some replacements are necessary due to wear and fading over time, a growing 
number of signs are being replaced due to damage from misuse, including target prac-
tice.
Traffic signs play an essential role in maintaining safe and efficient traffic flow. They are 
also costly to replace. Residents are encouraged to respect public infrastructure and help 
reduce unnecessary replacement costs by reporting damaged signs and discouraging 
misuse.
Staying Informed
The County remains committed to keeping residents informed. Updates on road 
construction, maintenance activities, and potential disruptions will be shared regularly 
through the County website and official Facebook page.

ENVIRONMENTAL FARM  
PLAN WORKSHOP

Each year, the Calgary Stampede and  
BMO Bank of Montreal join forces to honor outstanding 

farm families from southern Alberta. This award recognizes 
those who not only excel in primary agriculture but also 

serve as the heart of their rural communities.

Congratulations
Long Grass Ranching Ltd

Kevin & Toni | Andrew & Denise
Recipients of the 2026 Farm Family Award
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AGRICULTURE SERVICE BOARD
The Ag Service Board offers a variety of equipment for rentals 
and provides  services to rate payers in the County of Warner

Inquire for further details 403.642.2255
RENTAL EQUIPMENT

SERVICES
For associated fees call 403.642.2255

• Tree Moving • Tree Spraying • Noxious and Prohibited Noxious Weed Control

T
he Ag Service Board hosted a half day Soil and Nitrogen management 
Workshop on Feburary 18th. Discussions on soil sampling techniques, 
importance of soil sampling, nutrient management as well as hands 
on learning on the County of Warner Public GIS site. The attendance 
was an impressive 17 participants and an excellent line up of speak-

ers for this Event. Speakers included Deanne Madsen (GoA), Jack Payne (South 
Country Co-Op), Jamie Thomas (Oldman River Regional Services Commission) and 
Christy Hoy (RDAR).

Soil Workshop

Pipeline Plow
$50.00/day

Pest Traps (Skunk Traps)
$115.00 refundable deposit

No-Till Drill
15 acres: $200.00 + $25.00 (service fee)

15 acres: $15.00/acre + $25.00 (service fee)
MAX 80 Acres

Tree Planters
$25.00/day

Plastic Mulcher Applicator
$25.00/day

Ag Service Board Meeting Room 
The Agriculture Service Board has a meeting 
room available to host your next Workshop, 

AGM, or grower meeting.
Fully equipped with a projector/screen, 
tables/chairs, kitchenette, washrooms & 

sound system 
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Alberta Open Farm Days is a 
province wide open house
Come meet your rural neighbours!

OPEN FARM DAYS • AUGUST 15 & 16, 2026
Alberta Open Farm Days is your free, behind-the-scenes look at the 
province’s agriculture and local food system. It is also an incubator for 
agricultural tourism and rural sustainability, bringing Albertans togeth-
er through educational and hands-on experiences that show where 
food comes from and how it is produced.
For one weekend, farms, riches, breweries, orchards, dates, and food 
producers across the province open their gates to the public.
• See it firsthand: Walk a field, meet the animals, or learn about the 
tools and technology that power modern agriculture.
• Meet the people: Talk directly with the farmers, ranchers, producers, 
and culinary partners who grow and prepare your food, and get your 
questions answered.
• Taste local: Many host locations feature farm-to-farm meals, outside 
specials, samples, food trucks, or Alberta-made products for purchase.
Alberta Open Farm Days is a chance to connect with rural communi-
ties, support agricultural tourism, and experience the diversity of food 
grown and raised tight here in Alberta.

Hands-on  
learning returns, 
June 25 & July 16!
Southern Alberta’s go-to summer event for 
agriculture learning and knowledge sharing 
brings you wisdom from the field with hands-
on demonstration over two days, full of 
fantastic opportunities for research updates 
and community mingling. Surround your-
self with other innovative minds from farms, 
research, and industry who all want to grow 
their skills to succeed at the Farming Smarter 
Field School.

Farming Smarter Field School 2026
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Available for purchase  
or download at 
https://www.albertabluebook.
com/
The Blue Book is reviewed and 
updated annually to include the 
latest information on pesticide 
application products, along with 
new product additions.

The Alberta BlueBook App is no 
longer supported and should 
not be used. Please consult the 
print and digital PDF versions 
of the Blue Book for the most 
up-to-date crop protection 
information. 

County of Warner has an Environmental Farm 
Plan Technician (EFP Tech) to help you start, 

complete, or renew your EFP.

Contact James Wills at 
403-642-2255.

CROP PROTECTION 
GUIDE 2026
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PEST 
CONTROL
Richardson Ground  
Squirrel (Gophers)

The County of Warner No.5 Agriculture Ser-
vice Board is urging all farmers and ranchers to 
consider early control of the gopher popula-
tion.

Rozol (anti-coagulant) Rodenticide Products 
are available for purchase through the Ag 
Service Board. 

Products include:
• Ready-To-Use Premix in 20 lb pail
• Ready – To – Use Premix in 50 lb bag
Also registered for ground squirrel control in 

Alberta is the fumigant, aluminum phosphide 
and is available to producers with a valid Farm-
er’s Pesticide Certificate (FPC).

** You cannot buy fumigants if you don’t 
have a valid Farmer’s Pesticide Certificate **

Other gopher control methods include:

• Shooting, using traps, cultivating burrows.
• Biological controls – nest boxes for owls and 

hawks. Leaving existing lone trees in place and 
protecting lone trees from rubbing or damage 
by cattle.

• Cultural controls – crop rotation, use of 
buffer zones etc.

To purchase these products please stop in at 
the Ag Service Board Building (403) 642-2255.

!IMPORTANT NOTE ON ROZOL!
Bait placed outdoors and above-ground in 

residential, public areas, or any other sites that 

are or will be open to the public or in locations 
accessible to pets or livestock MUST be places 
in a Tier 1 bait station.

Tier 1 bait stations must have the following 
characteristics

• Constructed of high-strength material and 
resistant to destruction by children, and 
non-target animals;

• Have an entrance designed so that children 
and non-target animals cannot reach bait;

• Have an internal structure that prevents 
bait from being shaken loose;

• Have an access panel which fasten securely 
and locks;

• Bear the name, active ingredient, guar-
antee, registration number, “WARNING 
POISON”, and the skull and crossbones 
symbol.  
LABELS and TIER 1 EXAMPLE AVAILABLE 
AT THE COUNTY OF WARNER AG SER-
VICE BOARD SHOP

• Be resistant to destruction or weakening 
by elements of typical non-catastrophic 
weather 

AS ALWAYS, visit the label for detailed and up 
to date information.

What happens 
if you suspect 

your flock may 
have Highly 
Pathogenic 

Avian  
Influenza?

Contact your �ock 
veterinarian and 
at least on elf the 

following:
• The O�ce of the 

Chief Provincial 
Veterinarian:  

1-780-427-3448 or 
1-800-524-0054
• The Canadian 

Food Inspection 
Agency Sick Bird 

Line: 403-338-5225
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* NORWAY RAT * ROOF RAT MOUSE

Rats are not present in Alberta but can threaten our environment and
economy. They cause damage to cropland, properties, and ecosystems.
They have the potential to transfer disease to humans. 

310-FARM
EDDMapS app

 Rat on Rats! Report all signs and sightings of rats.

rats@gov.ab.ca
your local municipality

ÏČƩƢ œű ŊČƜħČŊĴ ÏČƩ ƜƮűǄČǊƢ ^űČǄœűŊ£źƮƢĴ ȎũĴŉƩȏ ǃƢȀ ƜČƩ
ĮƜźƙƙœűŊƢ ȎƜœŊŐƩȏ

¤ĴƢƩœűŊ

Everyone has a role to play in preventing the spread of invasive species.
Learn to identify the signs of rats:

* denotes a rat species which should be reported, a mouse is native to Alberta and not a reportable species.
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